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I watched the big muley 
buck saunter across the fall 
meadow. He slipped into a 

tangle of Colorado mountain 
mahogany covering a bump 
maybe a hundred feet long 
and half that wide. It was an 
October Saturday, 1977, in the 
country outside Kremmling that 
a couple of us were scouting for 
the upcoming deer season. I 
remember thinking “Wow, he’s 
walking down the wind. … Maybe 
I can get a closeup shot.”

I grabbed my camera, trotted 
the hundred yards across the 
meadow, and sneaked into the 
downwind end of the head-high 
brush. I could hear him moving, 
but couldn’t for the life of me tell 
quite where he was in that mess. 
Suddenly, I heard brush moving 
— and his breathing — just feet 
away. I quietly put the little Pentax 
up to my eye, fingers on the focus 
ring, ready for action. At that 
moment, the buck, apparently 
lost in his own thoughts, realized 
something was amiss and jerked 
his head up two feet from me. All 
I saw in the viewfinder was the 
huge, wide open right eye of the 
most startled critter I ever met. 
I still have that picture — in my 
mind.

A few years later, I slipped into 
a meadow to take pictures of a 
huge bull moose at the edge of 
some willows in Grand Teton 
National Park. As I took my 
photos, the bull and I mostly 

ignored the noises behind me. I 
finally backed out and realized 
that there were now dozens of 
camera-bearing wildlife nuts 
clicking away. I took shots as I 
moved out, showing the crowd 
gathered in celebration of that 
magnificent animal. I figured I 
might someday have an opportu-
nity to talk about the connections 
between people and wild things.

A fresh take
What got me thinking about all 

this, of course, is our brand new 
2011 photo contest. This year, 
Shuyler Productions (owners of 
both the Central Washington and 
Tri-Cities Sportsmen Shows), with 
the Kittitas County Field & Stream 
Club, are offering you a whole 
new game. It is focused (so to 
speak) entirely on digital photos. 
It’s free. You’re going to like it.

The Field & Stream Club 
sponsored and operated the 
photo contest for most of the last 
decade, taking a hiatus last year 
to find a way to breathe new life 
into the effort. Beverly Shuyler 

was determined to keep and grow 
the contest, but we struggled 
with it. Then, along came Dennis 
Marquis, and new ideas for a 
photo contest that would flow 
through both the Tri-Cities and 
Yakima sportsmen shows. Field & 
Stream jumped in, and a new era 
dawns.

We will still award prizes 
(ribbons and or cash) in two 
different age groups. Categories 
for photos are now “hunting,” 
“fishing” and “camping,” but still 
require that photos be of living 
fish and wildlife, although people 
can be in any photo. Winning 
photos may still be displayed on 
Shuyler Productions’ Web page. 
The biggest changes have to do 
with eliminating cost and the 
need to print and display photos 
at a certain size, as there is no 
longer an entry fee and photos 
must now be submitted digitally 
online in a .jpeg format. 

The rules
Rules for the contest are still 

pretty much what you would 
expect. The entries must be 
photographs, not visual or 
graphic art manipulations. You 
must be the original photogra-
pher, and hold copyright to all 
photos submitted. Photographers 
may not excessively alter or 
change photographs with photo 
editing software. No print or film 
submissions will be accepted. 
No profane language, violence, 

nudity, or personal attacks on 
people or organizations are 
allowed. You agree to indemnify 
Shuyler Productions for a mess 
arising from any violation of 
trademark, copyright or whatever 
in your photo. Shuyler gets to use 
your photo (with proper credit) 
as it sees fit, although you retain 
full ownership and copyrights. 
Photos entered and accepted into 
the contest will be displayed on a 
screen during the 2011 Tri-Cities 
Sportsmen Show in Pasco and 
the 2011 Central Washington 
Sportsmen Show in Yakima. Prizes 
will be awarded on the basis of 
the judges’ decisions, which are, 
of course, final.

There are more details to the 
rules, and you’ll see them when 
you enter your photo. It is easy.

Go to www.shuylerproduc-
tions.com and click on the photo 
contest, then the link to enter 
photos. Fill out the online form 
and upload your photo. That’s 
all there is to it. If you run into a 
snag, contact Dennis Marquis at 
annod007@hotmail.com. 

It’s free! It’s fun! Come play!

Jim Huckabay teaches in the 
Department of Geography at 
Central and is the author of 
“WILD WINDS and Other Tales 
of Growing Up in the Outdoor 
West.” He can be contacted at 
huckabay@cwu.edu or wild-
winds@reecercreekpublishing.
com.
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OUTDOORS
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This week outdoors
   For Web links for this article 

go to  www.dailyrecordnews.com   
and read “Now Playing” under the 
“Weekly section” icon on the top 
navigation bar.

Tomorrow
Kittitas Audubon Third Saturday 

“Birding by the Map” trip to Site 
No. 28, Vantage, at Ginkgo State 
Park. Details from Marianne 
Gordon at 964-2320. Download 
the Kittitas County map from 
the Web. Local birding maps 
also available at the Ellensburg 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Cle Elum/Roslyn Chamber of 
Commerce or the Forest Service 
office in Cle Elum.

Get them in now
Your best outdoor-related 

adventure or story in 500 words 
or fewer. Judges will pick stories 
to be printed in this column 
and authors will get tickets 
to upcoming sportsmen’s 
shows. Drop entries at the Daily 
Record, or (preferred) e-mail to 
huckabay@cwu.edu.

2011 Photo Contest at Central 
Washington Sportsmen Show 
is free. Read all about it in the 
attached column and online. 

Almost here
Mid-winter dream time begins 

in a week and a half. 2011 
Washington Sportsmen’s Show at 
the fairgrounds in Puyallup Jan. 
26-30. See a dozen fishing and 
hunting pros teaching you how 
to accomplish wizardry afield, 
including Joe Rotter of Red’s Fly 
Shop doing his magic on the 
“Steelhead River.” See the amazing 
“Heads and Horns” exhibition and 
talk with survival expert Peter 
Kummerfeldt. Check out camp 
cooking as you never imagined 
it, and enjoy tons of stuff for kids. 
More details online.

Seed for your pheasants, quail, and 
chukars is available at Shaw’s or 
Ranch and Home, compliments of 
Kittitas County Field and Stream 
Club. 

Wildlife watch
Local elk are hanging out at Joe 

Watt. Some sledding and tubing 
action, too, if it snows, but don’t 
disturb the elk. Robinson Canyon 
closed.

California bighorns are on 
Clemens Mountain feed, and 
elk feeding is daily at about 1:30 
p.m. over at Oak Creek (410 west 
from Yakima: turn right at state 
Route 12 for sheep and left for 
elk). AmeriCorps volunteers have 
30-minute truck tours (first come, 
first served) and food/drink is now 
available. Info at 509-653-2390.

Backyard feeders should now 
feature open water, seeds and 
suet (fat). Hang suet blocks in 
plastic mesh bags out of direct 
sun. Watch for downy and hairy 
woodpeckers, northern flicker, 
red-breasted and white-breasted 
nuthatches, Steller’s jays, 
dark-eyed juncos or bushtits. 

Go play in the snow
Current info and sign up for e-mail 

notices about kid and family 
skiing from jeffhashimoto@gmail.
com.

Check the Web for trip reports 
and conditions. Or contact Glenn 
Bandy for coaching and/or current 
info (925-1700).

Sledding and tubing are yours up 
Joe Watt Canyon.

Don May’s crews groom hundreds 
of miles of Upper County 
snowmobile trails. Current info at 
509-649-2222.

Fishing opportunities
Yakima has been producing. 

Nymphs, streamers and midges. 
Current info from Red’s Fly Shop 
or Worley Bugger at 962-2033.

Hunting, related training
First hunter safety class of 2011 

is in Kittitas this month. Four 
evenings and a Saturday. Register 
in person at Sure Shot Guns and 
Pawn in Kittitas or online.

Report your hunting by Jan. 31, or 
your 2011 hunting licenses cost 
an extra $10. Toll-free at 877-945-
3492 or see the Web.

Next CORT (Eyes in the Woods) 
training is at Naneum Room at the 
Fairgrounds on Thursday, Feb. 10, 
from 7-9 p.m. Info and signup at 
968-9337.

Find someone who doesn’t get 
out enough, or suffers from 
seasonal affective disorder. Get 
them into fresher air and brighter 
light.

— JLH

New photo contest stirs old memories
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Every day after work, 
Kittitas Valley Fire and 
Rescue fire marshal Joe 

Seemiller rides his bike in the 
dark and against the wind for 
12 miles. The trip takes him 
from his downtown office 
over icy roads to his home in 
Manastash Canyon. Wind, 
snow, ice and cars make the 
trip a challenge, but Seemiller 
has had the most near-misses 
with wildlife.

“I have almost been run 
over by elk on more than 
one occasion. When one elk 
crosses the road, the herd likes 
to follow them,” he said. “My 
thought is usually how embar-
rassing it’s gonna be to come to 
work with a big hoof print on 
my head.”

Seemiller puts up with killer 
elk and other dangers on his 
bicycle because he doesn’t like 
the alternative — driving to 
work. He saves hundreds of 
dollars on gas every year and 
he is freed from the stress of 
traffic, parking and fluctuating 
fuel prices.

“If I have to drive, and 
occasionally I do, I get grumpy,” 
he said. “It puts me in a bad 
mood.”

Seemiller enjoys the hour 
before and after work that he 
spends bicycling. He uses the 
time to unwind. 

“It helps me focus my 
thoughts and concentrate. It’s 
kind of selfish me-time,” he said.

Overcoming challenges
Cycling in winter isn’t always 

easy. Roads are usually snowy 
or icy and the temperature can 
dip below zero. To help grip the 
ice, Seemiller has studded tires 
on his bicycle. The carbide-
tipped aluminum studs are the 
same as the studs on car tires. 

Seemiller and other winter 
bike commuters use bike lights 
and wear bright colors and 
reflective tape to be seen by 
cars. It is usually dark before 
and after work. 

The gear isn’t cheap 
— Seemiller’s studded tires 
cost $60 apiece — but it’s spare 
change compared to the price 
of gasoline and car parts. 

“A person who would think 
nothing of spending $1,200 on 
new tires for their car hesitates 
at spending $500 on a bicycle,” 
Seemiller said. “The more you 
ride your bike, the longer your 
car lasts and the less fuel you’re 
buying and the healthier you’re 
going to be; there’s just a lot of 
good reasons to do it.”

Shorter commutes
The majority of Ellensburg’s 

winter bike commuters 
travel shorter distances than 
Seemiller.

Bicycle commuters battle winter weather
22 44wheelswheels seasonsseasons

Tips for bicycle 
commuters

The only requirements for 
commuting by bike are a bicycle, 
weather-appropriate clothing and 
a backpack or other way to carry 
stuff. The following tips will make 
commuting by bicycle easier:

 Keep your gear together and 
have a bag with some small tools, 
a pump and a  spare inner-tube. 
“Having your gear together helps 
a lot,” said Fred Johnston, owner 
of Recycle Bicycle Shop. “In the 
morning it’s too easy to just grab 
your car keys if you don’t have all 
your bike gear together.”

“Get a bike that fits well. The 
more miles you ride, the more 
important this becomes,” said 
Joe Seemiller, a year-round bike 
commuter.

Some cyclists carry every-
thing in a backpack, while some 
use a rack. Experiment and find 
out which you like best.

Plan a route using safe, low-
traffic roads. The route you drive to 
work may not be the best way to 
bike to work.

Equip your bicycle with 
lights and fatter tires for the 
winter. Also, fenders are helpful 

for staying dry in the rain. 
Make sure you can be seen 

by cars. “Wear bright clothing and 
spend the money to get a good 
lighting system,” Seemiller said. 
“The final rule in physics is, if it’s 
bike versus car, you’re going to lose.”

Oliver Lazenby / for the  Daily Record

Fred Johnston, owner of Recy-
cle Bicycle Shop, demonstrates 
how a light and rechargeable 
battery for bicycling work.

TOP: Gordon Crane rides his 
mountain bike to work nearly 
every day, regardless of weather.

See Bicycle, Page B2
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CITY OF ELLENSBURG
COUNCIL AGENDA

Council Chambers – 501 North Anderson Street
Tuesday, January 18, 2011 – 7:00 p.m.

 Pledge of Allegiance 
 1. Call to Order & Roll Call
 2. Proclamations
 3. Awards and Recognitions 
 4. Approval of Agenda 
 5. CONSENT AGENDA
  Items listed below have been distributed to Councilmembers in advance for study and will be 

enacted by one motion.  If separate discussion is desired on an item, that item may be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and placed on the Regular Agenda at the request of a Councilmember 
or at the request of a member of the public with concurrence of a Councilmember.  Requests to 
remove items should be made under Item 4 Approval of Agenda.

 A. Approve Minutes – January 3, 2011, Regular Session
 B. Acknowledge Minutes of Boards and Commissions
   (1) Lodging Tax Advisory Committee – December 1, 2010 and December 16, 2010
 C.  Accept Resignation from Birkin Owart, Arts Commission and Authorize Mayor to Sign a Letter 

of Appreciation
 D.  Authorize the Mayor to Execute the Dolarway Road Power Easement for Puget Sound Energy
 E. Approve Street Use Permit Extensions for Circle K Stores, Inc., and Twin City Foods
 F.  Authorize the Mayor to Sign the First Amendment to the 2005 Base Agreement for The Purchase 

and Sale of Natural Gas and the Asset Management Services Agreement with Shell Energy North 
America (US), L.P.

 G.  Approve Request from Spirit of the West Cowboy Gathering to use the Rotary Pavilion and 
Four Parking Spaces in Front of the Pavilion on February 18-20, 2011; Approve Noise Waiver 
Application at Kittitas County Event Center on February 19, 2011 from 9:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.; 
Approve University Way Banner Request from February 7-21, 2011

 H.  Approve University Way Banner Request for KXLE Home Business & Garden Show from 
February 28, 2011 to March 7, 2011

 I. Approve January 18, 2011 Voucher Listing
6. Petitions, Protests and Communications
 A. City Council Assignments to Boards and Committees
 B.  Letter from Paul Stayback, Central Washington University, Regarding Student Recognition 

Awards Program
 C.  Memorandum from Lodging Tax Advisory Committee Re: Committee Guidelines and 

Marketing Plan
 D.  Letter from David Miller, Chair of Planning Commission, Regarding Termination of 

Appointment
7. Citizen Comment on Non-agenda Issues
8. Business Requiring Public Hearings
9. Introduction and Adoption of Ordinances and Resolutions
 A. Ordinance No. 4585 - Increasing the Monetary Penalties for Disabled Parking Violations
 B. Proposed Resolution – Gregory Singer Tree Removal at 601 W. 5th Avenue
 C.  Proposed Resolution – Retiring Police Service Dog “Rino” from Service and Declaring 

Surplus Property
10. Unfi nished Business
 A.  Update on Land Development Code and Energy Effi ciency and Conservation Strategy Projects6
 B.  Discussion Regarding the Potential Regulation of Outdoor Lighting and Related Draft Ordinance 

(Introduction and White Paper by Councilmember Bottcher)
11. New Business
12. Miscellaneous 
 A.  Manager’s Report
 B.  Councilmembers’ Reports  
13. Executive Session  
14. Adjournment

370677 01.14.11 GP

PERSONALIZED WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE

Sakura Women’s Health
611 South Chestnut St., Suite D

Personalized gynecology services to meet the 
needs of women at any age.
To make an appointment please call 509-933-8700 
or email sakura@kvch.com

Ginger K. Longo, MD
Teresa Beckett, ARNP, PA-C

351369 12.01.10 GP

900 S. Industrial Way |(509) 925-5277
370795.010611.dc

*20# and 30# cylinders only. Must present card at time of fi ll. Terms & conditions apply.

NEWVIVW934NM

509.925.4637 • www.nvblinds.net509.925.4637 • www.nvblinds.net
Call Now for a Free In-Home Consultation

2211 West Dolarway, Ste. 5 - Ellensburg, WA

Offer valid on Kathy Ireland brand honeycombs and wood blinds and Hunter Douglas Duettes. Offer not valid on previous purchases or with any other offer. 
Discount excludes installation, shipping, and NW Essentials Brand. Limited time offer. 

SALE!
370736.01.11.11.cnr

FREE CORDLESS UPGRADE!
ON SELECT BLINDS AND SHADES.
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BICYCLE
Continued from Page B1

When Gordon Crane 
moved to Ellensburg in 
1975 his only vehicle was 
a bicycle. Since then, he’s 
bought a motorcycle and 
a car, but he still rides to 
work on the 15-year-old 
mountain bike he uses 
specifically for winter 
riding.

He manages the mile-
long commute by dressing 
in warm layers and a face 
mask. He doesn’t have 
studded tires so he takes 
the straightest route 
possible and turns slowly 
to minimize slipping on 
ice. 

“New snow on top of 

ice is dangerous. It gets 
you when you’re turning,” 
Crane said. “I expect to 
have one or two crashes 
per winter.”

Fred Johnston, owner 
of the Recycle Bicycle 
Shop at 415 N. Main St. in 
Ellensburg, said mountain 
bikes are ideal for winter 
commuting. They don’t 
need to be expensive or 
fancy, but they should be 
good quality. 

Sand and ice-melting 
chemicals on the road 
can ruin bike chains and 
components, so it’s better 
not to subject an expen-
sive new bike to the daily 

hardships of commuting in 
winter, Johnston said. 

City planning
The city of Ellensburg 

wants to make bicycling and 
walking safer, said Nancy 
Lillquist, chairwoman of the 
Non-Motorized Transporta-
tion Committee and a City 
Council member. 

The committee’s 2008 
plan recommended the 
white painted bicycle 
sharrows on Fifth Avenue 
that remind drivers and 
cyclists to share the road.

The 2008 plan also 
outlined upgrades that 
would make Seventh 

Avenue safer for cyclists, 
including bike lanes 
separated from the road by 
barriers.

“We want to make that 
sort of a bicycle boulevard,” 
Lillquist said.

While friends and 
coworkers might think 
winter bike commuters 
are crazy, with the right 
gear and warm clothing 
it’s not as crazy as it seems, 
Johnston said.

“There’s a lot of people 
who don’t have the right 
equipment but they do it 
anyway and they make it 
work,” Johnston said. “They 
are brave souls.”

Oliver Lazenby / for the Daily Record

Despite the snow, a crowded Central Washington University bike rack indicates plenty of students are riding to class.

For THE DAILY RECORD

OLYMPIA — The Wash-
ington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife is accept-
ing enrollment applica-
tions through Feb. 15 for 
its master hunter pro-
gram, according to a news 
release. 

WDFW enlists master 
hunters to participate in 
controlled hunts to remove 
problem animals that dam-
age property or threaten 
public safety, the release 
said. To qualify for the 
program, applicants must 
demonstrate a high level of 
skill and be committed to 
lawful and ethical hunting 
practices.

T h i s  p r o g r a m  w a s 
designed to create a pool 
of highly qualified hunters 
who can help the depart-
ment manage wildlife in 
sensitive situations,” said 
Lt. Eric Anderson, manager 
of WDFW’s Hunter Educa-
tion Division.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for conscientious, 
committed hunters to 
assume a leadership role 
among their peers.” 

Application fee
Hunters enrolling in the 

program must pay a non-
refundable $50 applica-
tion fee, pass a criminal 
background check, sign a 
code of ethics form and 
provide at least 20 hours 
of volunteer service on 
projects that benefit the 
state’s wildlife resources, 
the release said. 

They must also pass a 
written exam based upon 
the program’s curriculum. 
Applicants are allowed only 
one chance to re-take the 
exam. Those who success-
fully complete the enroll-
ment process will receive 
a certificate, master hunter 
patch and identification 
card, and will be eligible 
to participate in depreda-
tion hunts.  

Master hunter program 
accepting applications

For THE DAILY RECORD

The Central Washing-
ton University climbing 
wall will be open to non-
members for several pro-
grams during the winter 
months. According to a 
news release, University 
Recreation is offering three 
children’s climbing pro-
grams in addition to the 
new Edge Climbing Pro-
gram for adults.

From 5 to 7 p.m. each 
Thursday starting Jan. 20, 
the Edge will open the wall 
to community members 
for $10 per session. The 
weekly session is an open 
climb with limited space, 
availability is on a first-

come, first-serve basis.
For children just learn-

ing the fundamentals there 
are three programs. Kids 
Rock is for children ages 6 
to 12. The group each week 
starting Sunday at 4 p.m. 
and costs $12 per session 
($8 for CWU Recreation 
Center members).

For more advanced 
climbers (ages 9 to 15) 
there are Wall Crawl-
ers (Intermediate) and 
Climb On (advanced). 
The intermediate group 
meets at 3:30 p.m. with 
the advanced group at 5 
p.m. each Friday starting 
Jan. 21. The eight-week 
course is $95 per child ($75 
member).

Climbers young and old 
can enjoy using CWU wall

IN BRIEF

COEUR D’ALENE, Idaho 
(AP) — Idaho Fish and Game 
officials are considering offer-
ing 23 more moose hunting 
permits next fall in areas east 
and west of Coeur d’Alene 
due to more complaints about 
the animals searching subur-
ban developments for food, a 
newspaper said Thursday.

The proposed change 
would redistribute hunt-
ers to areas with the high-
est moose densities, wildlife 

manager Jim Hayden told 
The Spokesman-Review.

The agency is proposing 26 
fewer moose permits for the 
Priest Lake Basin and Pur-
cell Mountains, where wolf 
packs will thin the number 
of moose, he said.

“People seem to like the 
moose the first two to three 
days after it shows up in their 
yard,” said Phil Cooper, wild-
life education coordinator for 
Idaho Fish and Game. “But 

when the moose starts mak-
ing a noticeable dent in their 
shrubs, they call us.”

Moose population rising
Moose are trophy animals 

with permits sold through a 
lottery system.

Two decades ago, moose 
sightings were rare, but hunt-
ing restrictions have helped 
grow the population. Moose 
densities in the Idaho Pan-
handle range up to 1.5 moose 

per square mile, historically
high for the area.

Shiras moose are the sub-
species found in the inland 
Northwest. They can weigh 
up to 1,100 pounds.

While moose tend to wan-
der, one that remains in an 
area forces wildlife officials
to make a decision.

“It’s  a  conundrum,” 
Hayden said. “We don’t want 
to leave an aggressive moose 
in a highly populated area.”

Idaho may grant extra moose permits

OLYMPIA

Avalanche warning 
for Central Cascades

The Washington State 
Avalanche Center warned 
of a high avalanche danger 
Thursday in the Washington 
Olympics, Cascades and 
the Mount Hood area of 
Oregon.

The center said winds 
and rains could weaken 
layers of snow.

The center says the 
danger should lessen today 
but increase again Saturday 
with more warming, winds 
and rain in the forecast.

The warning covers 
backcountry terrain and 
does not apply to ski areas.

GRANTS PASS, ORE.

Study tracks salmon 
in warming river

Scientists working with 
sockeye salmon struggling 
to cope with warming 
temperatures in British 
Columbia’s Fraser River have 
identified broad genetic 
traits that can predict which 
fish will live or die before 
spawning a new generation.

Oregon State University 
salmon geneticist Michael 
Banks, who did not take 
part in the study, said it 
represents a breakthrough 
in tracking how salmon are 
surviving the new stresses 
from global warming.

The study combined radio 

tracking of fish in the ocean 
and river with a profile of 
32,000 genes in individual 
fish.

It was published in this 
week’s issue of the journal 
Science.

Fraser River sockeye 
represent a $1 billion a year 
fishing industry that had 
been declining dramatically 
until a sudden, unexplained 
increase last year.

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

City vies to host 
Arctic Winter Games

The Arctic Winter Games 
International Committee 
can expect a warm welcome 
in Fairbanks, Alaska.

Alaska Lt. Gov. Mead 
Treadwell was scheduled to 
join a community recep-
tion for the committee 
Wednesday evening at the 
Big Dipper Ice Arena as 
part of three-day visit to 
Fairbanks to discuss the 
city’s bid for the games.

The committee will tour 
facilities, beginning with an 
inspection of the area where 
cross-country skiing and 
biathlon events would be.

— Associated Press


